
Houston	Cake	Club	Minutes	
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 
 
The meeting was held at Larry’s Arts and Crafts, Pasadena, Texas. This month’s demonstration 
was presented by Maria Vela on the new Russian Piping tips. The Treasurer’s report and Minutes 
were passed out and the meeting was called to order at 10:55.  
 
Sue Blume thanked everyone for coming, introductions were made, and the sign-in book and 
refreshment list were passed around. There were 19 members in attendance. 
 
Maria Vela was thanked for her informative demo and her beautiful presentation. Bonnell 
Templet was thanked for bringing the delicious refreshments. 
 
The members read the minutes and Bonnell Templet made a motion to accept the minutes. Susie 
Jahn seconded, and the motion passed. 
 
Helen Osteen went over the expenses of the club and there were no questions on the Treasurer’s 
report. Susan Shannon made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, Cindy Deen 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
 
Old	Business	
 
CDE:	
 
Sue Blume brought up discussion about changing the venue for the annual Cake Decorating 
Extravaganza. Among the concerns brought up by members were size of the venue, parking, 
price, and placement of the vendor booths. 
 
Sue Blume said that the Gardens was not good this past year. North Harris County College was 
suggested as an alternative. Sue announced that she and Helen would visit suggested venues and 
report back to the club. Catering options were also discussed.  
 
Sue Blume reminded everyone that the CDE is typically held the second Sunday in September, 
which would be September 8 in 2019. Maria Vela made a motion that we set our date for the CDE 
for September 8, 2019, and if the venue is not available, an alternate date would be September 
15, 2019. Jesse Lopez seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
 
For this year’s CDE, Sue Blume reported that Peggy Tucker says she is coming, Claudia Prati is 
giving a demo on Sunday and teaching the three days following the CDE, and that we may have a 
couple of others in attendance. Sue asked if some of our own people would do something at the 
CDE, but that there should only be 4 demos so people have time to shop. 
 
Monthly	Raffles:	
	
Responding to complaints about the raffle baskets, Sue Blume said that the raffle baskets 
consistently cost more than the proceeds from the tickets sold. It was noted that we cannot 
control the number of people who come to the meeting. It was also noted that the reason that the 



club started a raffle in the first place was to raise money. Now, we have $14,000 in the Bank, so 
we don’t have to be so frugal on the raffle. Marlene Hollier and Lori Gust said we do the raffle for 
fun and we should keep doing the raffle. Discussion was finished. 
 
New	Business	
 
Play	Days:	
 
Helen Osteen said that only 2 people signed up for the Play Day in January on cake pops, so it was 
cancelled. 
 
Maria Vela will do a Valentine cookie Play Day on February 10.  Lori Gust suggested we plan 
more than one Play Day ahead, and suggested we have a Play Day on Russian piping tips in 
March, which Lori agreed to host. Jessie Lopez made a motion that Lori do a Russian piping tips 
play day on March 10th, and Maria Vela seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed. 
 
Larry’s	Appreciation	Month/Garage	Sale:	
	
Sue Blume said that February is Larry’s Appreciation Month where we all bring a covered dish 
and June is the Garage Sale and ‘it will be here before you know it’. 
 
Domain	name:	
 
Sue Blume said that we need to renew our internet domain provider, which expires in March and 
has hosting until May. Prices were discussed, and consideration was given to the discount 
available for renewing for more than one year at a time. Maria Vela made a motion that we do 
hosting with the current website for two years instead of one. Susan Shannon seconded. The 
motion passed. 
 
Facebook	Page:	
 
There was discussion on the club’s Facebook page, and Sue Blume said that we have a ‘members 
only’ group, and a ‘regular’ group.  Discussion was had whether the regular group was now going 
to be a closed group, with no resolution being reached. 
 
Lengthy discussion was also had on the club’s policies regarding advertising on the Facebook 
page. The members agreed that the club should not be a platform for individual members to 
advertise their goods, services, and classes for free. Various pricing structures, including a 
monthly fee of $25 to $50, were discussed, and Sue Blume said this is something that we should 
definitely discuss at the next meeting. 
 
Sue Blume made a last call for raffle tickets. Congratulations go to Mariana Lopez for winning the 
raffle. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:55 AM. 
 
Minutes were recorded by Margaux Mann 


